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THE TOMB GALLERIES AT THEBES WERE CUT 



I 



A«D THE LIMESTONE QUARRIED 
AT THE PnEniSTOmC FLINT-MINES OF THE E. DESERT 



M. H. W. SETON-KARR. 

,/ 

, 2, 7 and 8 are heavy limestone and chert slonc-hreaking 
implemcnls, new to Science, and were found lying on or near the 
excavated material at the prehistoric [lint-mines in the Eastern desert; 
examples are scattered through the Museums of Europe and America, 
some are at Cairo. 

The illustrations up to and including n" i8 (Plates I to VIll) are quar- 
riers tools, and tomh-making implements. It wdl be observed that most 
have a narrow neck for holding. From the evidence of use and the way they 
are broken it seems they were employed point first with a stabhlng motion. 

It was from finding the quarriers tools at the fiint-mmes in a prominent 
position on the worksliops, Lliat I was enabled to recognize the tomb- 
making implements at Thebes. The finishing and finer work may have been 
done with the bronze chisel , but it was not known how the rough excavation 
of the galleries was done. Tbey were made in the desert round Thebes, and 
numerous stations are to be seen were llie blocks of chert were broken up 
and the implements formed. The patination and discolouring are much less 
than in the older fractured stones. Needless to say, all the implements were 
found in the vicinity of the tombs where they were used. The finest series 
of them fills a case in the Museum at Cairo; there are none at present in 
European Museums. This should settle the question as to how the tombs 
were cut, before the finishing with the chisel. 
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Figures ), Q, 7 and 8 are heavy limestone and chert stone- hroaking 
implements, new to Science, and were found lying on or near the 
excavated material at the prehistoric Hint-mines in the Eastern desert; 
examples are scattered through the Museums of Europe and America, 
some are at Cairo. 

The illustrations up to and including n" i8 (Plates I to VIII) are quar- 
riers tools, and tomb-making implements. It will be observed that most 
have a narrow neck lor holding. tVora the evidence of use and the way they 
are broken it seems they were employed point Grst with a stabbing motion. 

It was from finding the quarriers tools at the flint-mines in a prominent 
position on the workshops, that 1 was enabled to recognize the tomb- 
making implements at Thebes. The finishing and finer work may have been 
done with the bronze chisel , but it was not known how the rough excavation 
of the galleries was done. They were made in the desert round Thebes, and 
numerous stations are to be seen were the blocks of chert were broken up 
and the implements formed. The patination and discolouring are much less 
than in the older fractured stones. Needless to say, all the imjilemenls were 
found in the vicinity of the tombs where they were used. The finest series 
of them fills a case in the Museum at Cairo; there are none at present in 
European Museums, This should settle the question as to how the tombs 
were cut, before the finishing with the chisel. 
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figures 1, a, 7 and 8 are heavy limestone and chert stone -hreaking 
implemenls , new to Science, and were found lying on or near the 
excavated material at the prehistoric flint-mines in the Eastern desert; 
examples are scattered through the Museums of Europe and America, 
some are at Cairo. 

The illustrations up to and including n" i8 (Plates I to Vlll) are quar- 
riers tools, and tomh-making implements. It will be observed thai most 
have a narrow neck for holding. From the evidence of use and the way they 
are broken it seems they were employed [loinl llrst with a stabbing motion. 

It was from fmding the quarriers tools at the flint-mines in a prominent 
position on the workshops, that 1 was enabled to recognize the tomb- 
making implements at Thebes. The hnisbing and finer work may have been 
done with the bronze chisel, but it was not known how the rough excavation 
of the galleries was done. They were made in the desert round Thebes, and 
numerous stations are to he seen were the blocks of chert were broken up 
and the implements formed. The patlnalion and discolouring are much less 
than in the older fractured stones. Needless to say, all the implements were 
found in the vicinity of the tombs where they were used. The finest series 
of them fdls a case in the Museum at Cairo; there are none at present in 
European Museums, This shouhl settle the question as to how the tombs 
were cut, before the finishing with the chisel. 
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THE TOMB GALLERIES AT THEBES WERE CUT 



I 



AND THE LIMESTONE QUARRIED 



AT THE PREHISTOniC FLINT-MIPfES OF THE E. DESERT 



M. H. W. SETON-KARR. 



Figures i, a, 7 and 8 are heavy limostone and chert stono-hreaking 
impiemenls, new to Science, and were found lying on or near the 
excavated material at the prehistoric flint-mines in the Eastern desert; 
examples are scattered through the Museums of Europe and America, 
some are at Cairo. 

The illustrations up to and including n" 18 (Plates 1 to VIII) are quar- 
riers tools, and tomh-making implements. It will be observed that most 
have a narrow neck for holding. I''rom the evidence of use and the way they 
are broken it seems they were employed point first with a stabbing motion. 

It was from finding the quarriers tools at the (lint-mines in a prominent 
position on the workshops, that I was enabled to recognize the lomh- 
making implements at Thebes. The finishing and finer work may have been 
done with the bronze chisel , but it was not known how the rough excavation 
of the galleries was done. They were made in the desert round Thebes, and 
numerous stations are to be seen were the blocks of chert were broken up 
and the implements formed. The patination and discolouring are much less 
than in the older fractured stones. Needless to say, all the implements were 
found in the vicinity of the tombs where they were used. The finest series 
of them fills a case in the Museum at Cairo; there are none at present in 
European Museums. This should settle the (question as to how the tombs 
were cut, before the finishing with the chisel. 
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Plate V. 



DISCOVERY 



OF A NEOLITHIC SETTLEMENT IN THE W. DESEllT 



N. OF THE FAYOUM 



M. H. W. SETON-KAim. 



The accompanyiiijj map of pnrl oF the Fayum Desert (Plate I) shows that 
the ancient lioiils of Lake Kurun e;ilenHed four, eight, anil perhaps ten and 
liflcen miles befond the present limits. The Arabs had long collected arrow- 
beads and other implements from tliis part of the desert which 1 have examined 
at intervals during tlie last eight years. Most European and American 
Museums have examples of the peculiar Fayilm implements, mostly presented 
by the writer. The ground the villages occupied appears to have been just 
awash at high water, when the unrestrained inflow formed a huge lake, 
hundreds of times the volume of the present one. 

The mealing plates were without exception turned over, and might 
easily have been passed by as mere blocks of stone. 

Tlie entire series found by me in March i(jo5, except one, are in the 
Museum. The grinders are in some cases of conglomerate not found in the 
vicinity. The villages were from a cjuater of a mde to one mile apart. 
Whether the desert was then cultivated is unknown, but the lake was then 
fresh or nearly so. After the falling of the level by evaporation, deep pools 
and lakes were left, in Ibe now dry beds of which I found many of my 
finest implements. 

Figures 1 9 to 97 (Plate 11) are unplements of new or comparatively new 
forms found during my last expedition March igoo. N° a6, is now in the 
Naples Museum. 




H. W. SETON-KiRR. 



[11] 




— 178 — 



[3] 




N?4 



r^o qucfrriers tool's. Hint mines, M&ghags. Gastem Desert 




N?5 



Cairo Museum 



Scafe 

Oi 23^567 63 10 

Centimetres 




Cairo Museum 



Ftint mines 
Eastern Desert 



N?G 



Plate II. 



M 



— 179 — 




■I i I 



, I I I I I 
ifi £ Q I g s ir e z t 



m 




-2 



<1 




o 




c: 




•« 




4> 


• 


t: 


c: 


o 


^ 


CO 


^ 
o 






■c: 


*^ 


Ch 

:3 


■c: 


o 


*"^ 


<s> 


^ 


(Q 


"b 


V. 


5) 


O 


V. 




u 


i^ 


:^ 


to 


o 


V. 


o 


«} 




13 


^ 

o 


C 


*. 


:3 


M 


o 


^ 


Q. 


O 



5 

<o 
a O 

CO 

k: k 

5 CO 
0) 




'a Centime 

Tomb-mBkers tool. Thebe*. 
Cairo Museum . 



[6] 



181 — 




N?II. 



Scale 

^ ■ ■ ^ ■ • ■ . . « 1 
Cent/metres 



Tomb-makers too/, Thebes. 
Ceiro Museum. 




Plate V. 



— 182 — 



[7] 








DISCOVERY 

OF A NEOLITHIC SETTLEMENT IN THE W. DESERT 
[V. OF THE FAYOUM 

BY 
M. H. \V. SETON-KAItR. 



The accompanying map of part of theFayilm Desert (Plate I) siiowslhat 
the ancient limits of Lake Kurun exttinded four, eight, and perhaps ten and 
fifleen miles befond the present limits. The Arabs had long collected arrow- 
heads and other implements from this part of the desert wiiicbl have examined 
at Intervals dunng the last eight years. Most European and American 
Museums have examples of the peculiar Fayftm implements, mostly presented 
by the writer. The ground the villages occupied appears to have been just 
awash at high water, when the unrestrained inllow formed a huge lake, 
hundreds of times the volume of the present one. 

The mealing plates were without exception turned over, and might 
easily have been passed by as mere blocks of stone. 

The entire series found by me in March lyoB, except one, are in the 
Museum. The grinders are in some cases of conglomerate not found in the 
vicinity. The villages were from a <]uater of a mile to one mile apart. 
Whether the desert was then cultivated is unknown, but the lake was then 
fresh or nearly so. After the falling of the level by evaporation, deep pools 
and lakes were left, in the now dry beds of which 1 found many of my 
finest implements. 

Figures 1 9 to 3 7 ( Plate II) are implements of new or comparatively new 
forms found during my last expedition March i<jo5. N" a6, is now in the 
Naples Museum. 
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niE TOMB GALLERIES AT THEBES WERE CUT 



AND THE LIMESTONE QUARRIED 



AT THE PREHISTORIC FLmT-MINES OF THE E. DESEIIT 



M. H. W. SETON-KARR. 

/ 

I'igures I, 9, 7 and 8 are heavy limestone and chert stone -hreakmg 
implenienls, new to Science, and were found lying on or near the 
excavated material at the prehistoric flint-mines in the Eastern desert; 
examples are scattered through the Museums of Europe and America, 
some are at Cairo. 

The illustrations up to and including n" i8 (Plates i to VIII) are quar- 
riers tools, and tomb-making implements. It will he observed that most 
have a narrow neck for holding. From the evidence of use and the way lliey 
are broken it seems they were employed point first with a stabbing motion. 

It was from finding the quarriers tools at the (lint-mines in a prominent 
position on the workshops, that I was enabled to recognize the tomb- 
making implements at Thebes. The finishing and finer work may have been 
done with the bronze chisel , but it was not known how the rough excavation 
of the galleries was done. They were made in the desert round Thebes, and 
numerous stations are to be seen were the blocks of chert were broken up 
and the implements formed. The palination and discolouring are much less 
than in the older fractured stones. Needless to say, all the implements were 
found in the vicinity of the tombs where they were used. The finest series 
of them fills a case in the Museum at Cairo ; there are none at present in 
European Museums. This should settle the question as to how the tombs 
were cut. before the finishing with the chisel. 
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AND THE UMESTONE QUARRIED 
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Figures i, a, 7 and 8 arc heavy limeslone and chert stone-hreaking 

iplements, new to Science, anil were found lying on or near the 
excavated material at the prehistoric Hint-mines tn the Eastern desert; 
examples are scattered through the Museums of Europe and America, 
some arc at Cairo. 

The illustrations up to and including n" 18 (Plates 1 to VIll) are quar- 
iers tools, and lomb-making implements. It will be observed that most 
tave a narrow neck for holding. From the evidence of use and ihe way Ihey 
are broken it seems they were employed point first with a stabbing motion. 

It was from finding the quarriers tools at the Hint-mines in a prominent 
position on the workshops, that 1 was enabled to recognize the tomb- 
making implements at Thebes. The finishing and finer work may have been 
done with the bronze chisel , but it was not known how the rough excavation 
of the galleries was done. They were made In the desert round Thebes, and 
numerous stations are to be seen were the blocks of chert were broken up 
and the implements formed. The palination and discolouring are much less 
than in the older fractured stones. Needless to say, all the implements were 
found in the vicinity of the tombs where ihey were used. The finest series 
of them fills a case in the Museum at Cairo; there are none at present in 
European Museums. This should settle the question as to how the tombs 
were cut, before the finishing with the chisel. 
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DISCOVERY 



OF A NEOLITHIC SETTLEMENT IN THE W. DESEIIT 
N. OF THE FAYOLM 

BY 
M. H. W. SETON-KARR. 



The accompanying map of part of the Fayum Desert (Plate 1) shows that 
the uncienLhinits of Lake (kurun eslonded four, eight, and perhaps ten and 
fifteen miles befond the present limits. The Arabs had long toileoled arrow- 
heads and other Implements from this part of the desert which 1 have examined 
at intervals during the last eight years. Most European and American 
Museums have examples of the peculiar Fayum implements , mostly presented 
by the writer. The ground the villages occupied appears to have been just 
awash at high water, when the unrestrained inflow formed a huge lake, 
hundreds of limes the volume of the present one. 

The mealing plates were without exception turned over, and might 
easily have been passed by as mere blocks of stone. 



The entire series found by nie in March iyo5. 



;ept( 



iu the 



Museum. The grinders are in some cases of conglomerate not found in the 
vicinity. The villages were from a quater of a mile to one mile apart. 
Whether the desert was then cultivated is unknown, but the lake was then 
fresh or nearly so. After the falling of the level by evaporation, deep pools 
and lakes were left, in the now dry beds of which 1 found many of my 
finest implements. 

Figures ig to ^7 (Plate II) are implements of new or comparatively new 
forms found during my last expedition March ijjoa. iN° a6, is now ui the 
Naples Museum. 
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' FLINT IMPLEMENTS OF THE FAYIIM, EGYPT. 



By Hkvwood Walter Sbton-Kabr, 
Of the British MUilary Service in Egypt. 



The province of the Fayuui, in which the implements described 1 
below were found, consista of a natural leaf-shape depression, sur- 
rounded by the Libyan Hilk, on the west of the Nile, and about fifty * 
miles southwest of Cairo. The Bah Yuauf (Joseph's caual) connects ' 
the Fayum with the valley of the Nile, and in the northwest eud of it 
is the Lake Birket-el-Kurun {"Lake of Horns"). In ancient times 
Lake Mooris filled nearly the whole depression of the province, and 
the present Birket-el-Kurun is considered by some authorities to be its 
shninken representative. Hero also was the celebrated "Labyrinth." 1 

The district of the Fayum has yielded a threat deal of material for 1 
archeologiml and for historical research in the stricter sense in the 1 
form of papyri and the celebrated Hellenistic encaustic portraits. 

Lake Birket-el-Kurun is salt, and drinkinjf water has to be carried ' 
to the neighborhood on camels. In ancient times the lake water was ! 
potable, having been of considerable volume. 

The Ai-abs near Cairo have for some time been selling flint imple- 
ments of new types from the Fayum; indeed, information came some 
years ago from Schwcinf urth, Sayce, Sturge, and Evans that they had j 
been found there in small numbers. Latterly H. .1. Beadnell published " 
a short paper " with map and plates. The map was important as show- 
ing roughly the supposed limits of the water. An outline is annexed, 
based on BeadnelPs map, with slifrht additions regarding implemcnt- 
iferous localities and the ancient border. The implements occur over 
most pai'ts of the surface aliove the ancient water level and where the 
prevailing north wind removes the sand — such as the crests of undula- , 
tions. For, in some parts the liardened clay of the lake bottom is i 
barred with lines of small sand waves having clear spaces between; 
stones and implements are on the bare parts, and few, if any, under 
the sand. They appear to prevent the sand from settling. There 
is practically nothingontheold lake Hoor, even where the deposit has 
been weathered away to the bed-rock, excepting around the border. 

" Geolt^ual Maga'titvi?, ftXiTOa.T-j , YiRa. 
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Alioiit the year 2200 B. C Auieiiemhat I bejfan to tirinff the j 
odical inflow from high Nile under control. If a niitiiml lake existed \ 
long before, having broken in through the gap during Home great 
flood, itj^ level also must have varied, not only by evaporation but 
dui-ing cycles of low Nile, and also no water might have entered the 
oasis for years in succession. 

The nodules of flint that occur all over this desert aii' of a tough 
consistency, small, and very suitable for making arrow [joints and the 
distinctive and peculiar Fayuni implements. Thi.s may he the reason 
why only two "coups-de-poing," or "drift" implements of Chell^en 
or Acheul(5en type were found. 

N 
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The implements from the Hint mines in the Ktistern Desert are of B 
cherty material, which occurs in masses and nodules of such shape and 
consistency as to he suitable for making them, and they ai'e found * 
only in that vicinity. Examples may now he seen in most of the J 
museums on the four continents from both these localities, as also at 
those discovered by the writer in Sonialiland. It is indeed probable j 
that peculiar types discovered in ditferent parts of the world have I 
been evolved thi-ough the local material. For example, in the paleo- 1 
lithic workshops in the Madraj^ Province of India, whicli I liisscovered j 
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with the help of Mr. Bruce Foote and Mr. Macleod, the material iii ^ 
the shape of quartzite nodules is suitable for that type of implement. 
Sppciniens of these also are now to be seen in nearly all mnseums. 
At Banda (United Provinces of India) were procured numbera of \ 
polished axes set up in shrines, etc. 

Besides the implements shown in the accompanying plates, there 
were found in the Fayum disks about 10 centimeters in diameter, and 
scrapers, the paleolithic " racloir" of de Mortillet's Le PrShistorique." 

The implements here figured are soon likely to become dispersed by 
presentation among different museums. The number discovered was 
very large, as arean of surface were laid off systematically and many 
Ai-abs were employed. They arc remarkably quick at finding small 
objects in the sand. Tlie selectiou is therefore more or leas repre- 
sentative. 

There are also two types not figured and peculiar to the Fayum, 
all the specimens of both series having lieen presented to the Cairo 
Museum. 

The first is an unsightly, irregularly shaped, flat knife, pointed at 
both ends, rather rough, and with concave angles for fish-scaling. 
Not uncommon. 

The second is a flat knife of a round and sometim&s of an oval »hape, 
but having somewhere in its circumference a well-marked, carefully ' 
worked, re-enti^ant angle or concave edge. The shape varies so much 
that a complete representative sericH would be out of the question. 
Figs. l!24, 125, 127, 128, 129, partly resemble them. 

Many of the implements figured resemble some of de Mortillet's 
and are classified a.H later paleuliths of the iSolutreeu epoch, eori-e- 
sponding to the Laugerie-Haute epoch of Evans — the apogee in the 
making of stone implements, as de Moi-tillet remarks. The color of i 
the material viirii's greatly. 
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Thin knives, some of unuHual i 
rides. Nils. 1, 2, 7, 8, 9 have tor I 
is beautifully llalirf hy (-ntiiprewii 



la, finely worked by compression on both 
IS the natural outside of the stone; No. 10 
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I'LATE 2. 

Arrowlieaiie, iiianj- n! new am. nitlierto unkrioim types. Ne^irly all are esijuia- 
it«ly worked along the i-iiges. No. 27 was found with 19 similar tmee in a heap, 
partly covered by blown sand and may he Ihe (contents of the same ijniver. Noa. 27, I 
28, 29 are about one-fourth ini^h in tbickuesfi, and are of a light pink tolor. 



Plate 3. 



Further types of arrows iif 
3\v examples from Ireland. 
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Nob. 97 to 107 are additional types of arrows. So.+ot must he rampared with the I 
Solulrfien javelin heads or "Poliiten ai'ran'' Hgurtd in 1# Pr^histuriciiie (p. 181)*^ 
and with those in Plates 7 and 8. Nos. 1D« anil 109 are of irystal, the oiily examples 
not included m my discovery. They are in the Cairo Museum. 

Pl-ATK 5. 

Nos. lia, J14, 116, 117, 120 are Hat on the underside and show the mni-hoidalfrao- ' 
tare or bulb of percussion. The rest are workeil on both sides; having a natural 
butt end, however, they might resemble de Mortillet's Mousteriau or middle-paleo- 
lithic pom les a main (p. 163). 

No, 122 ia one of a lai^ number of bent flakes, polished and worked to a scraping j 
edge on one side and peculiar to the Fayum. Nos. 123, 125fT2(t another Fayum , 
type. They resemble .adze blades for working wood and hollowing ont trees for - 
canoes. Nob. 124, 125*'127, 128, 129 are knives with a cutting edge all round and an 
angle for scraping "gratloirs concaveH." No. 130 exactly resembles de Mortillet'B ' 
'■double grattoirSolutr^n" in theMus6e de Saint Germain. These are not exclu- ■ 
sively paleolithic. Evans figures one from Bridlington. No. 131 is one of two 
implements found which resemble a gravel-drift paleolith. 

Pl.*tk 7. 

These implements resemble the "pointes en feuill*' de laurier" tigun-d in Le Pr^- 
historique on pages 181, 627, and 629. They belong lo the later paleolitbs or Sola- 1 
trfen epoch. These forms diift insensibly into the "Pointesen feuille de saule" 1 
and "pointes&cran" of (he same epoch. Nos.IMand 180 resemble the remarkable J 
crescent-shaped implements on Plate 8, but are straight. 1 
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Nos. 172, 17H. large cresceut-anaped "pointes ii cran "/use unknown. So. 178 ie a I 
"lame pointue." Nos. 174 to 183 are peculiar Fayuiitarronhea is or javelin heads 1 
called " pointes ii cran" and are somewhat waterworn and polished by friction atuj I 
use. No. 184 in Plate 8 lo 198 on Plate 9 are saws, now tbi ught by M Maspero and I 
others to have been fixed in wooden handles like a •'nkle ""lome art' not toothed, 
anil No. 191 is a rare form. So, 182 is a saw, not tsothid hut pr hahly equally 
effective. 

Figures 194 to 198 are the continuation of the 
No. 198 strongly resembUa the implementon Plate 
carefully workfd and mil t.h.thed. Noa. 199 an 
froui Aniljf ;ind were H]'lHiri'iLlly rcworknl by llii-iii 
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anoe. The patmation, which is sometimes extraordinary, proves their antiquity. 
N08. 201 to 213, whether arrow or javelin heads, are of rare, varied, and practically 
unfamiliar types. No. 214 is unique. 

Plate 10. 

rheee are large and remarkable forms of arrows. 

Plate 11. 

N08. 237 and 238 are rare form:-, of which one example was found and figured by 
Beadnell. No. 239 is unique and is perhaps a "grattoir,** combined with a borer, 
like the "poin^on Solutreen," Nos. 243, 244, 245 are butt ends of similar ones. Nos. 
241 and 242 are somewhat similar to each other, and have therefore been placed 
together. They were probably used for boring wood, as the cutting edge is worked 
only on one side. No. 240 has the concave part at the end very carefully worked. 
Noe. 246 and 249 are flakes beautifully worked into knives. Larger examples of 
these, struck off as a single flake from the block and delicately serrated, are shown 
in the Cairo Museum. No. 250 is a knife with rounded ends. 



Plate 12. /') "^'^ 



An example of No. 251 was found and figured by Beadnell in the publication 
previously referred to. No. 252 is a portion of a long serrajfcm spearhead. No. 253 
consists of parts of an armlet, similar to those discoverecV^^i Wadi esh-Sheikh, and 
figured in the Liverpool Museum Bulletin, as well as in Read's Guide to the Stone 
Age, published by the British Museum. Another example may be found in the 
-Cairo Museum. No. 256 is a spearhead, finely worked in purple fiint with white 
patinations. No. 257 is the same. No. 258 resembles the implements on Plate 11, 
^ but is flat on the underside, as also is No. 254. No. 259 was picked up under a large 
rock by a Berber boy. M. Maspero says that these are now regarded as sacrificial 
knives, and they are so labeled in the Cairo Museum. The serrations pointing for- 
ward to keep the handle in place, are especially to be noted. 
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Arrowheads of New Type. Fayum, Egypt. 

For explanation of plate see page 750. 




Arrowheads of Varied Shape. Fayum, Eovpt. 
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Objects of Worked Flint. Fayum, Egypt. 
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Vabidus Types of Flint Implements. Favum, Egypt. 




Flint Implements. Favum. Egypt. 




Flint Implements. Fayum, Egypt. 
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Saws and Other Implements of Flint. Fayum, Egypt. 

For explanation of plate see pages 750, 751. 
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Arrowheads of Remarkable Form. Favum, Eqvpt. 




Scrapers, Knives, Drills, etc. Favum. Egypt. 



Discovery of the Lost Flint Minks of Egypt. 

By H. W. Seton-Kaee. 

Although these implements have been last week shown at 
the Royal Institute and Royal Archteological Institute, this iB 
the first occasion on which I have read a paper. 

The implements from Egypt are from the long-lost flint 
mines which I discovered last November, with the aBsiatance 
of Johnson Pacha and the Bedouins, 

They are situated in the eastern desert of Egypt, some at 
a distance of about thirty miles from the Nile, some nearer, 
in the Wady-el- Sheik district 

During a period of three weeks, all the time I could spare, I 
made a fairly complete search and examination of the mines, 
from eight diEFerent camps. Many of the types of implements 
are new to science ; I took specimens to Professor Petrie who 
was excavating at Behnesa. As they have become the property, 
aa mentioned below, of the Liverpool Museum, together with 
the right of description, I am Unable to say more, or give 
illustrations in the Society's publications. 

The workings are in some cases along ledges on the faces of the 
cliffs ; in other cases on level ground on the step-like tiers or 
plateatix, which descend from the high table-topped mountains 
to the dry sandy bed of the Wady-el-Sheik. These latter 
resemble the ruins of cities with walls and towers, overthrown 
by an earthquake, and present a fearfully desolate appearance. 

The only vegetation is a scanty growth of desert plants in 
the watercourse of the Wady-el-Sheik. The only wild animals 
I saw for three weeks were a herd of ibex, a gazelle, a lai^e 
straw- coloured mouse which came into the tent, and some 
homed vipers which the Bedouins killed to show me. 

Of paleeolithic implements, or the very earliest known, 
which we may reasonably imagine may date back one, two or 
three hundred thousand years or more, I only found two at 
the mines ; the remainder at Abydos, Naqada, Nagh Hamadi, 
Thebes and other places in the western desert, where I also 
camped and spent a considerable time. 

At some mines near camp No. 2, on my third expedition, 
are some shafts about 2 feet in diameter, filled up with drifted 
sand, and surrounded by masses of excavated rock neatly 
arranged. 

Most of the mines had a central work-place where most of 
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these large flint and quartzite implements, have crossed and 
recrossed the country in every direction. But neither they 
not I during my six expeditions have diacovered a single large 
paleolithic implement, excepting on this one spot, to which I 
alone have hitherto had access, 

I have little expectation of making any further finds ot 
ancient atone implements in these districts until the interior of 
Abysfinia is opened up to ordinary travellers. 




Fig. 1. Quartzite, SomalUand. Length, 5i inehBa. 
Pig. 2, SomOililiiiid. Loiigth, Gj iDuhen. 

(Both in Mueeum at Melbourne.) 
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